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Robert Dahlqvist 
The guitars and gear of a Swedish rock icon  

 

  
Robert, here 40 years of age, in action with blues rock band Circus Prütz, playing his Gibson ES335. 

 
The most adequate name for the musical equipment Robert owned as professional rock guitarrist 
was maybe working tools. He cared much for his instruments and gear – it must of course be real 
good quality stuff, enduring a harsh working and touring life. But he was also rather sentimentally 
attached to his instruments – not the least he missed his Kent Kroon Les Paul 1976 Reissue after 
being stolen… 
On the other hand, he never saw his instruments as collecting objects or status symbols. 
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Robert Dahlqvist´s guitars 
 
Robert´s first guitar: 
Marina Mark 31 
This guitar made in Taiwan was the very first which Robert got from his mom Bibi. It was in 1986 when 
Robert was ten years old. The guitar is still in the family´s possession. 
 

 
 
 
 
Robert´s first electrical guitar:   
Ibanez RG 
Robert´s first electric was also given to him by 
his mother Bibi when he turned 15 in 1991 – a 
white Ibanez RG (Rock Guitar).  
Which specific model of the RG line it was we 
unfortunately don’t know. 
With this guitar he had great success at the 
Ramneröd school show the same year, ama-
zing the audience with his already advanced 
playing technique. It was by the way the first 
time one could actually imagine what a gui-
tarrist he would become a few years later.  
After having aquired a Fender Stratocaster in 
1992, the Ibanez guitar was left for anyone to 
borrow at Tureborg Youth Center in Robert´s 
hometown. 
Unfortunately, the instrument is presently not 
in the family´s possession. 
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Fender Stratocaster 1976 
Robert aquired this Strat at a musical store in Gothenburg in 
1992. The serial number is 7668478, and it appears on the 
cover of the High Visibility album, recorded in 2000.  
We have not been able to find it in any data base, but it is 
definitely a 1976 year model – Robert´s year of birth.  
Robert played this guitar frequently during the rest of the de-
cade. Not very often however during the years in The Hella-
copters, but now and then during his entire career.  
Robert - 40 years old at the time – i.e. used his Strat at the 
recording of his last album ”Rock på Svenska” in January 
2017.  
The guitar is still in the family´s possession. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Gibson Les Paul Junior  
This guitar was most likely a so called reissue, i.e. a new 
edition of an old, classical guitar model, Robert´s first of the 
Les Paul model.  
Unfortunately, it is unclear when and where he aquired it.  
According to Kristoffer Ekberg, Robert might possibly have 
traded it with his red Gibson Flying V (see next page) since it 
“disappeared” around that period of time.  
The guitar Robert owned was so called ”TV yellow”, meaning 
that it appeared more clearly in mono-chrome TV. This is 
however not the instrument shown here. Actually, we have 
not been able to find any photo at all showing Robert with this 
guitar. 
Robert´s above mentioned Fender Stratocaster and this Gib-
son Les Paul Junior were most likely the two guitars that he 
used during the nineties, and these were also the two instru-
ments he brought with him when moving to Stockholm in the 
summer of 1996. 
As appears from above, this instrument is not in the family´s 
possession. 
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Gibson Flying V 1996 
This red-coloured guitar which Robert aquired around 
1997/98 was the one he mainly played after joining The 
Hellacopters rock band in february/march 1999. 
It was also the instrument that he intentionally broke 
into pieces at the very last concert with the band in 
october 2008, i.e. almost ten years after.  
A few years later, Robert sold the seriously damaged 
guitar to a german customer, whereafter the owner of 
TILT Recording Studios in Strömstad - Jon Dahlby – 
aquired it in the end of 2016.  
Presently it is exposed in its parts in a showcase in the 
studio. Most likely, it will never be restored. 
 

 
                           Mr Jon Dahlby and Bibi. 
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Epiphone Flying V Korina, 1998 
 
This Flying V Robert bought during the first year with The Hellacopters (1999) to use as backup for his red 
Gibson Flying V. As far as we know however, he did not use the Korina guitar very much. 
He sold it after a relatively short period of time – say about 2000/2001 – to his friend Kristoffer Ekberg, 
who some time later traded it in Jansson´s Musical Store in Uddevalla. The store was by that time run by 
Ola Rosenqvist.  
When we in August this year (2023) met Ola in the store by coincidence (the store is now run by others) he 
told us that he had owned the guitar for some 20 years. Certainly, there had been interest from different 
parties to buy the guitar from Ola- but given its owner history he wished to avoid a situation where the 
guitar would possibly become just a commercial object. Now Ola offered to donate the guitar to Strängen-
sällskapet, which was of course accepted with great pride and gratitude.  
The photo was taken at the occasion when the guitar was handedover at Ola´s place in August 2023. 
So consequently, the guitar is now in the family´s possession. 
 

 
Robert´s mother Birgitta Dahlqvist with the guitar, flanked by Cecilia Ahlsén and Stefan Brännwik. 
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  Gibson Firebird Bi-Centennial Sunburst Limited Edition, 1976 
This guitar was aquired in the beginning of Robert´s time with The Hellacopters. The year of manufacture is 
again the same as Robert´s year of birth, 1976, and the serial number 0024828. He used this guitar frequ-
ently at different occasions, and also at the recording of his last album Rock på Svenska in January 2017. 
However, even this guitar we have not been able to find in any data base.  
The guitar was aquired during a Europe tour which Hellacopters did together with Foo Fighters October - 
December 1999. Robert also had the Firebird logo on the pickguard tattooed on his left forearm.  
Dave Grohl i Foo Fighters personally gave each Hellacopters band member about SEK 10 000 as he 
thought that they were not properly paid. The Firebird was bought with this money, as was probably also 
the Epiphone Flying V Korina. 
The guitar is still in the family´s possession. 
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Kent Kroon Les Paul 1976 Reissue 
This one was Robert´s second guitar of the Gibson Les Paul model, specially built in Sweden by jazz guitar-
rist Kent Kroon. Therefore, it had no logo on its headstock.  
This guitar Robert loved and played much ever since he found it in year 2000 and under the remaining 
period of his time with The Hellacopters, and also during the first period with his own band Dundertåget.  
Regrettably, the guitar was stolen in Robert´s and Kristina´s apartment in Stockholm in April 2010, to-
gether with two other guitars. Of the three stolen guitars, this one he missed most badly. 
Accordingly, this rare guitar is not in the family´s possession. 
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Epiphone Crestwood, red 1964 
Epiphone Crestwood Deluxe, white 1965 

The first (red) one was called Cherry, and besides this 1964 model, Robert bought a white 1965, both pro-
bably aquired around year 2002. Why he got himself two more or less identical instruments we don´t know, 
but possibly he wished to have one main and one backup guitar.  
He liked the Crestwoods as they did not weigh very much and also looked cool.  
Robert played both guitars frequently during his career.  
The white one was sold in 2013 after some 11 years of service, and the red one in 2015. 
Consequently, none of the two Crestwood guitars are now in the family´s possession. 
 

      
 

Ibanez Iceman 
Nicke Andersson and Robert himself each bought a guitar of this model prior to the farewell tour with The 
Hellacopters in 2008, Nicke a black one and Robert a white.  
Paul Stanley of KISS owned one, and having the same model was more or less just a gimmic.  
As far as we know, Robert´s “Iceman” was not much used, and rather soon after sold. 
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Gibson Les Paul Gold Top, 2008 
This guitar became a true favorite which Robert played frequently ever since he got it. The serial number is 
009280486, manufactured April 1st 2008. 
The Gold Top is still in the family´s possession. 

       
 

When it was announced the the The Hellacopters would end as a band in 2008 the Gibson general agent in 
Stockholm, Luthmans, decided to donate two guitars free of choice to each Robert and Nicke Andersson.  
Robert chose a Gold Top Les Paul and a white ES 335.  
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The Hellacopters rock band 1999 - 2008 
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Gibson ES 335 Diamond, 2008 
The ES 335, Gibson´s famous semi-acustic model - this copy with the special diamond-shaped F-holes - 
was one of only two guitars of semi-acustic type Robert ever owned (the other was his Epiphone Riviera 
Custom P93, see page 14). This one was however by far the most important for him.  
The serial number is 00708715, telling us that the guitar was manufactured on March 10th 2008.  
It soon became Robert´s main guitar which he played frequently throughout all years after delivery from 
Luthmans in 2008. 
The ES 335 is still in the family´s possession. 
 

     
Robert with his main instrument from year 2008, the white Gibson ES 335 Diamond 

The guitars, and not the least guitar cases Robert owned became with time a bit ”road worn”. 
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Epiphone Jorma Kaukonen Riviera Custom P93 
This is basically an Epiphone ES335 however not with two humbucker pickups but three Gibson P90 single 
coil pickups, and a Bigsby vibrato. This was the second of three guitars stolen from Robert´s och Kristina´s 
apartment in Stockholm in April 2010. This incident presumably happened not very long after the guitar 
was aquired, and therefore not very much played by Robert. The guitar was never found after the theft. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 

The only known photography of Robert with his Riviera. 
                               Here with Stefan Sundström´s band. 

 

 
                                     Epiphone Riviera Custom P93 (however this is not Robert´s own copy)
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Yamaha SG 1000, 2005 
This is a heavy, solid, high quality guitar 
which however Robert for some reason did not 
play very much, maybe because it is not speci-
fically seen as a designated rock´n´roll guitar. 
This one was the third of the three guitars that 
were stolen from Robert´s and Kristina´s 
apartment in Stockholm 2010. It was however 
the only one of the three that was actually 
found and brought back again, though we do 
nott have any specific details regarding this. 
Consequently, the SG 1000 is now in the fami-
ly´s possession. 
 
 

 
 
Ibanez SG 

 
This guitar has serial number L763958 telling us that it was manufactured at 
the Terada factory, Nagoya, Japan - one of the production facilities that Ibanez 
used.  
The guitar was manufactured in Dec. 1976 (again Robert´s year of birth). When 
and where this guitar was purchased is not clear to us, however most likely in a 
rather early stage.  
This Ibanez is hardly a top instrument, and Robert did never play it at any pub-
lic performance. Due to the fact that the string height is adjusted relatively high, 
Robert might have used it as a slide guitar.  
The Ibanez SG is still in the family´s possession. 
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Robert´s acoustic guitars 
 

Regal 
Robert owned a black Regal so called resonator guitar, made in San 
Francisco, USA.  
We have not been able to find a serial number or model designation on 
the instrument, which Robert primarily used as a slide guitar. 
On some occasion Robert happed to break the guitar neck completely 
off, which led to a somewhat complicated repair. 
The repair – by the way done by Ola Rosenqvist - however turned-out 
successful, and the guitar is still in the hands of the family. 

 
                         Stockholm year 2016 
               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                

Gibson Hummingbird -2009 
This acustic guitar is in the family´s possession too, has serial number 00179076, and was made on January 
17th 2009. It was aquired by Robert - or possibly donated to him - by Gibson´s general agency Luthmans. 
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Robert with his six stringed Yamaha in his apartment in Årsta, Stockholm.  

Not clear when this guitar was aquired, but however still in the family´s possession. 
 

 
 
 
Robert owned a few more acoustic guitars, both six 
and 12 stringed models.  
Among others, this 12 string Levin which he loved, 
and which he primarily used when writing his music. 
Even this one is still in the family´s possession. 
 
 

 



 

 
 

18 

      
Robert´s pedal board used during all his tours in Europe, USA, Brazil, Australia, New Zeeland, Japan etc. 
Robert by the way got the phaser pedal to the right as a birthday gift from a close friend on April 16th 1994. 

 
Robert´s rather cool Gibson T20 tube amplifier with 14W power output which we assume was manufactu-
red sometime during the mid 1950th. It was actually used during one or two album recordings… 
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A part of Robert´s gear. Somewhat road worn but nevertheless in good working condition… 



 

 
 

20 

 


